Wrexham Circuit Safeguarding Policy

This policy was agreed at the Circuit Meeting held on 22 September 2009.
It will be reviewed annually.

Purposes

The purposes of Wrexham Circuit’s Safeguarding Policy are to:

· Ensure its churches have a safeguarding policy in place which makes it clear what people’s roles and responsibilities are in safeguarding and promoting children’s welfare on their church premises

· Outline specific responsibilities the circuit leadership team and staff have in safeguarding children.

This policy is to be read in conjunction with each church and the Wales Synod’s safeguarding policies and ‘Safeguarding – a policy for good practice in the care of children and young people, 2003’

Connexional Statement

As the people of the Methodist Church we are concerned with the wholeness of each individual within God’s purpose for everyone.  We seek to safeguard all members of the church community, of all ages.  It is the responsibility of each one of us to prevent the physical, sexual or emotional abuse and neglect of children and young people.

Roles and Responsibilities

A
Superintendent to ensure:

1.
All churches have appropriate and up to date safeguarding policies in place and carry out an annual audit check.  (Example policies and annual audit check are available from the Circuit Safeguarding Coordinator.) 
2.
Support to those in pastoral charge in exercising responsibility for the implementation of safeguarding policy and practice.

3.
The provision of pastoral support for those who are dealing with cases of allegations of abuse, managing known sex offenders etc in their church communities.  The superintendent will either offer support or ensure support is put in place, possibly using the Safeguarding Advisory Group of the Wales Synod, the Chair or other sources as appropriate.

4.
All local preachers complete Safeguarding Form B not later than going on trial.

5.
All circuit office holders and representatives to Synod are aware of the terms of Standing Order 010: 

No person who has been convicted of or has a caution from the police concerning sexual offences against children shall be appointed to any office, post or responsibility or engaged under any contract to which this sub-clause applies (S.O. 010 (2)(ii))

6.
The Circuit meeting appoints a Safeguarding Co-ordinator.

7.
The Circuit meeting reviews this policy annually and completes the Annual Audit Check.

B
Circuit Stewards

Ensure agreed procedures are in place for circuit and ecumenical events that involve children and young people.

C
Circuit Safeguarding Co-ordinator

1.
Support and advise the Circuit Superintendent and the Circuit Stewards in fulfilling their roles.

2.
Provide a point of reference to advise on Safeguarding issues.

3.
Liaise with the Safeguarding Advisory Group of the Wales Synod.

Safeguarding Advisory Group (Northern) Wales Synod to provide information on training opportunities for all workers with children and young people, for staff of the Circuit and for members of the local churches in the Circuit.

Procedures for Circuit events involving children and young people

It is essential that Circuit events that involve children and young people do not slip through the net because they are not owned by one Church

Responsibility for those planning and leading the event

All those involved in leading and running the event must be aware of the procedure and have signed Safeguarding A (including the obtaining of a Disclosure from the CRB if required). They should be clear about their roles and responsibilities.

The event should be planned effectively and attention given to the following:

· Risk assessment of the activity

· The appointment of a team to take charge of the event, including Safeguarding and First Aid personnel. The team will ensure that all those involved (e.g. parents, children and young people, other leaders) know who these people are

· Ratio of adults to children

· Appropriate written documentation as to starting and ending of the event and the nature of the activities

· Parental consent and medical forms

· Transportation follows good practice guidelines

Dated………………………………………...

Signed……………………………………….

Chair of Circuit Meeting

Further Information

The Methodist Church: www.methodist.org.uk (Find more information under ‘Children and Young People/Safeguarding’.) Safeguarding Forms and Guidance including:

· Guidance notes for Camping and Residential Trips, Residential Settings and Youth Meetings at home 

· Sharing Safeguarding information in the Methodist Church
· A Methodist Report Form for use in all cases of concern
· Photography Guidance 
Safeguarding – A Policy for Good Practice in the care of Children and Young People – published by Methodist Publishing House for the Methodist Church Connexional Team (April 2003)

Criminal Records Bureau: www.crb.gov.uk
Information about CRB checks

NSPCC: www.nspcc.org.uk
Helpline Advice 0800 800 5000

Wrexham Methodist Church: www.wrexham-methodist.org.uk
